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Important Dates For Your Diary 

See the back page for important dates. 

Did You Know? By Josh—Editor 

Lots to read in this edition! 

Today on Thursday all of the Year 11 sets took part in a PSHE lesson in the afternoon, talking 
about important social and internet topics. Miss Punni, one of the R.E. teachers, made a detailed 
presentation talking about toxic masculinity and the dangers of some online groups.  

The presentation touched on the coded language used by some communities to disguise toxic 
opinions and behaviour, the influence of algorithms and content curation on people's worldview, 
and the influence of figures such as Andrew Tate, which is very topical and relevant in today's 
internet world. 

All of the students completed a number of worksheets where they answered questions on 
figures and sorted words into the right categories, demonstrating they understand ideas like 
misogyny and toxic masculinity and their harmful impact. Students also gave their perspective 
on their self image: one student said on their sheet: "I'm a granddaughter, a niece, a sister, 
friend... I'm creative [and] kind". Another wrote about their love for music and how they are 
"patient, reserved [and] understanding". 

The teachers had many opinions on the importance and reception of the PSHE content. Mr Cook, 
one of the Geography and Sociology teachers, says that, "Many of the older students are 
already dismissive of such toxic ideas, which is good... but what they might not understand is 
the prevalence and effect [of them], so alongside powerpoints there should be some facts and 
statistics, raw numbers, to create more debate.” 

 In addition, Mrs Burton, one of the Geography teachers, added, "Most of our students 
understand the concepts of gender, and social constructs, and toxic masculinity... some of them 
struggled and had to be guided." Overall, the teachers and students agreed that it was an 
important and helpful resource to learn about the way content is cultivated online and the 
dangers of toxic ideologies - Mrs Ingram, one of the SLT team, said, "It was quite shocking for 
those [toxic] attitudes and views to be humanised; it was something they had to grapple with." 
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International Women’s Conference 

A tapestry of students’ voices: 

 

“The event held in honour of National Woman's 

History held multiple different invaluable insights to 

me, leading me to learn about the countless 

important women in Coventry alone. I resonated 

deeply with Dr Tanya and her passion for helping 

others. Countries like Ukraine, Congo and Sudan lack 

a lot of social media presence (due to the focus being 

on Gaza's current situation) as if the issues couldn't 

coincide. Her motives and intentions were extremely 

pure and showed true compassion. Overall, the 

experience allowed for different ideologies to help 

change my perspective.” 

“When you rock back on your chair at age 60, ensure 

what you’re able to reflect on is an achievement, not 

a regret.” 

 

Dear Miss. Hagan and the lovely young women students from Lyng Hall School,  

Thank you to every single person who participated in our International Wom-
en’s event “Hidden Heroes” today to make it a truly special experience. We all 
made the effort to come together to share thoughts, questions, ideas and expe-
riences. Thank you for joining us and making this time.  

You are all beacons of light, shining brighter than you know. We all have the 
capacity to be change makers for ourselves and others. One of the strongest 
messages resonating today was self empowerment through education, ambi-
tion, openness and hard work. Believe in yourselves, find support, commit and 
persevere! 

 
Kindest regards  
Pru Porretta MBE 

Director, Godiva Trust 

Godiva Trust, a prominent organisation dedicated to women’s empowerment and inclusion, hosted a beautiful 
conference in partnership with Coventry Multifaith Forum and SACRE under the theme Hidden Heroes. The con-
ference provided a wonderful platform for our students to celebrate women’s achievements, and meet hidden 
heroes within their community. 

“I was privileged to take nominated Y10 and Y12 students to this event—they 
had a chance to hear testimonies and then have intimate group conversations 
to develop their awareness of how these accomplishments were achieved. 
The event hosted an amazing line-up of speakers including: Pauline Black, Dr 
Tania Herbert, Jaspreet Singh, Joanna Kunda, Tayebeh Abolghasemi. Dr. 
Shahnaz Ahkter and Mary Courtney. Each story was an acknowledgment of 
power, resilience and faith.” - Miss. Hagan 
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International Women’s Conference 

A tapestry of students’ voices: 

 

“Mary Courtney’s connection with art was really inspiring - how she created pieces and built her economy up 

from being a nurse, to creating pieces that are now up in galleries. She gave me insight on what to do and how 

to build my own platform for anything I want to do in the future.” 

“I have chosen Ms. Belkis because in school, we don’t really learn about current wars, only when they’re over. 

I think that’s wrong. We should spread awareness about all countries equally, so our future generation is 

educated about all situations and not swept under the wrong. 

I really liked her passion on the topic, and how the situation empowered her even if she used to be shy. 

Following this story, I hope that others speak up as well.” 

“The speaker I enjoyed listening to the most would have to be the Portuguese speaker. She spoke about how 

people put her down - because she was a woman and foreign, people didn't believe she could start her 

business. I found her talk especially inspiring as she spoke about the struggles, we as women face due to gender 

discrimination. I felt I could learn from her passion, and resilience to overcome and succeed.” 

“My personal favourite speaker was Ms Akhtar as she spoke about Palestine very passionately and made me 

feel inspired to try my best to help people in Gaza from there suffering.” 

“My selected voice is the lady who started her own 

business. I really enjoyed hearing her experience and 

journey that got her to where she is now. I am in-

spired that even though no one was there supporting 

her, and everyone was putting her down, she perse-

vered and kept going.” 

“I enjoyed listening to Mary Courtney – her journey 

from being a nurse to becoming an artist. It gives me 

a bit of hope that I don't need to stay at one specific 

job based on my GCSEs. We are free to explore.” 

“The stories were all amazing and inspirational. One 

of the stories that I really liked was Dr. Tanya, from 

Ukraine. I liked her story about how she couldn't let 

something happen in her hometown and had to do 

something to help so she sent medical supplies. She 

refused to be a bystander. 

I learnt so many different things: don't let anyone tell 

you ‘No’ or no one can tell me I can't do anything.” 

We look forward to the actions our incredible young 

women will take next—watch this space. 
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Shakespeare Week—24th-28th March 

Featured left: our second 

round finalists: Tamsin 

Burridge (7M) and Zaphyia 

Kapur (8O) 

Welcome to the ESU Performing Shakespeare Competition 2024-25! 

We are so proud of how hard our students prepared for the next 

round of this competition. It is no small feat to memorise any speech 

but memorising one of Shakespeare’s… Incredible!  

It was an enjoyable evening and the journey to Winterfold House in 

Kidderminster was a world away from the grey cityscape of Coventry. 

In addition to their own performances, students had the opportunity 

to be an audience for the other schools. Each performance was 

unique and highlighted why Shakespeare’s stories hold such univer-

sal appeal. The humour, and powerful characters, continue to delight 

audiences. The auditorium was filled with timely chuckles and raptur-

ous applause. 

Our hearts swelled with pride when Tamsin and Zaphyia performed. 

As the competition was for 11-14, they were the youngest perform-

ers there. They delivered their speeches with confidence, talent and 

passion.  

After the performances, they had the unique opportunity to receive 

feedback from the judges. This critique will enable them to grow in 

their craft – they’re committed to competing again next year but this 

time as a duologue. The head judge challenged them to think: What 

is it about you that you can bring to your performance? 

This challenge speaks to the timelessness of Shakespeare’s stories. 

We look forward to next year’s competition and are setting our sights 

on the Final at The Globe. 

“We enjoyed the expe-
rience because it was 
our first time on stage 
and it was really nice to 
meet people who also 
enjoyed poetry.” 



WWW.LYNGHALLSCHOOL.CO.UK 

Lyng Hall School, Blackberry Lane, Coventry CV2 3JS 

024 7672 4960 

We are Lyng Hall—TEFL—Hamlet 

 

 

This week TEFL 2 students performed a synopsis of Hamlet by Shakespeare. A competition 

between two acting troupes was fierce, and the teachers invited to watch, had a hard 

time deciding who truly managed to grasp the spirit of the play. Students performed 2 

versions of the play – in English and in their home languages. The international versions 

by each group boasted the variety of languages including: Nepali, Portuguese, Persian, Ar-

abic, Urdu, Shona, Turkish, Ukrainian, Kurdish, Pashto and Russian. 

‘I really enjoyed the fact, that I could speak in my home language and people were able to 

respond, as if they understood me’ – Hallem 

I liked the sword fight the most – acting it out was the only play fighting we can get in 

school’ – Maksym 

‘Out of appreciation for other cultures and students from other countries, we changed 

the play, to fit in with different cultures’ – Sujan 

‘I liked the whole experience, especially the acting and the team work’ – Basir 

‘Designing and developing the play was my favourite part. We got to try different ideas’ – 

Valeriu 

“It was a pleasure to watch—such engagement and hearing the home languages meld to-

gether was a treat.” Mrs Smith 
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We are Lyng Hall 
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Poetry as a Bridge for Peace and Inclusion  

 

 

World Poetry Day 2025 

World Poetry Day was established by UNESCO in 1999 to promote cultural expression, preserve lan-
guage and foster creativity. This year’s theme: “Poetry as a Bridge for Peace and Inclusion.” Across 
our different groups, this was explored in many ways. We would like to share with you some of the 
work produced—all has been shared with our UK UNESCO Coordinator—Ann Beatty. 

Year 11s were encouraged to reflect on their legacy and explored Shelley’s classic Ozymandias as a 
stimulus. They were challenged to think about how they would want to be figuratively remembered. 

I met a traveller resting on the mountaintop, 

who said—”a lifetime of music sunk 

into the earth...melodies scattered 

like seeds across the land, each note, 

each chord, each crafted song 

shaping the very ground 

where they take root. 

And still they survive— 

carved into the hearts of many, 

the sound that moved them, the rhythm 

that loved; and on the mountainside, 

these songs still rise. 

Nothing but their soul 

remains. Spinning through 

the fading light of dusk, unbound and 

eternal—the music lives forever. 

I met a traveller resting in a theatre, 

who said—”a lifetime of movements gracing 

the stage. As dusk settles, the stage  

awakens, each movement a seed planted 

in the fabric of night. Dancers weave 

a story beyond words, their silhouettes 

carving emotion into the soul of the 

theatre. Every leap and turn speaks of 

passion, each pause a breath of  

unspoken longing. In the interplay of 

light and shadow, dance and theatre 

merge, shaping a language that 

lingers beyond a final bow—a  

story that lives on in the hearts it touches. 

I met a traveller from a barren land, 

who said—”A symbol of hope shimmers 

in the sunlight, stood tall and imposing... 

Near the vast structure, on the edge 

of the blooming woods, 

hung the shards of fragmented tales; 

whose glimpses of joy, and tapestries 

of vibrant colours. 

Tell that its creator lived a life of peace 

with memories which yet survive, alive 

upon these crystal fragments, the minds 

that poisoned, and the hearts that fed them. 

And upon the pedestal, these words appear: 

your legacy will not be forgotten, etched 

into the fabric of time. 

Nothing but their spirit remains. 

Circling the incandescent glow of hope, 

ever-present yet free 

the stories live on for eternity. 
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Poetry as a Bridge for Peace and Inclusion  

 

World Poetry Day 2025 

Year 10s were encouraged to reflect on existence—using their reflections on their Worlds and Lives’ An-
thology. They engaged in conversations about the relationship with: Shamshad Khan’s pot; William 

Wordsworth’s Lines Written in Early Spring; Emily Bronte’s 
Shall Earth No More Inspire Thee; Caleb Femi’s Thirteen 
and Imtiaz Dharker’s A Century Later. 

I once heard of a Spanish phrase, 

Mi Media Naranja. 

Another half of a whole, 

Referring to a perfect match, 

A better half to one. 

 

No orange is the same. 

No taste, no texture. 

No memory of how it was shared. 

None could ever compare, 

Though each equally as tender. 

 

Perhaps it was a summer’s day, 

In Mid-July; 

Sun beating on your backs as you laughed, 

With empty rind discarded in the grass. 

Your own small sun, warm and gentle in your hands, 

Cradling the star as it gloomed on your tastebuds, 

The intimacy, loud and fiery and right, 

Of sharing the taste with another. 

 

It’s impossible to be lonely 

With the sun in hand; 

As there will always be someone beside 

To share your warmth with. 

Letting the embers seep through your fingers. 

Letting the moments come to a standstill. 

In your mind, like a picture 

Capturing the moment 

Of sharing the sparks of a star 

With Mi Mala Naranja 

Amelie, 10R 

Students penned original works [see left] or re-

structured the work of all five experts to re-frame 

their own perspective. 

You will be four minutes from home, 

Through primrose tufts in that green bower, 

Thy mind is ever moving in regions dark to thee. 

The missile cuts a pathway, to an orchard in full bloom, 

A field humming under the sun. 

I know my mighty sway, 

I know my magic power to drive the griefs away. 

You are stupid. 

You have failed. 

What has man made of man? 

Since nought beside can bless thee, 

Return and dwell with me, 

I know my sunshine pleases, 

Return and dwell with me. 

Harkiran and Julia, 10R 

The humming of the blended notes blooming in the field under 

the sun.  

The poppies swaying from the winds, soothing yourself.  

The schoolgirls painting their nails, whilst the birds hopped and 

played.  

I sat reclined under nature’s holy plan, enchanting me.  

Imagine, the hot sun on your back, warm grains poured inside. 

Julian and Kai, 10R 
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Poetry as a Bridge for Peace and Inclusion  

 

 

 

World Poetry Day 2025 

KS3 were invited to consider how it could voice their perspective on history—using their poetry to ex-
plore the messages of Zukass’ The Book Thief; Septys’ Between Shades of Grey Fraillon’s Bone Sparrow 
and Drewery’s Last Paper Crane. 

7R produced Poetry 

free writes from Eli’s 

perspective when Bea-

ver catches Subhi  

8O produced illustrations in style of 

Edvard Munch—then using these de-

signs to produce narrative poetry as Lina  

8M produced haikus about 

the atomic bomb from a 

survivor's perspective in 

Hiroshima  
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College – Update 

Two weeks away from Easter half-term and here are the college grand totals. 

Miss Gaggini  spent time talking through the points in assemblies this week, 

with a few hints and tips on what each college could do; to either maintain 

their position in the championship or, to move up the ladder. Let’s hope each 

college puts these strategies to good use, to create some healthy 

competition!             

   

         7M      8M  
 

 

9O    11R    11I   TEFL    11Y   8M    11M    10I    10R 
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College – Update 
 

The College ‘Top 10’ 

 

It is fantastic to see that we now have lots of pupils reaching bronze and silver 

points milestones! Miss Gaggini would like to send a reminder about postcard 

nominations—each worth 100 college points.  
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Information 
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Did You Know? Support: 

 

LYNG HALL 

SCHOOL 

Your child may be eligible for free school meals 

if you receive certain benefits such as income 

support. Queries can be directed to Coventry 

City Council. Tel: 024768337733 or Email: 

freeschoolmeals@coventry.gov.uk Applications 

can be made through: www.coventry.go.uk/

applyforfreeschoolmeals 

SCHOOL 

To purchase food in the school dining 

room, money must be paid onto 

ParentPay as we are a cashless school. 

Login through: https://

app.parentpay.com/public/client/

security/v2/#/login                                   

If you experience any problems with 

this, please contact your child’s pastoral 

year coordinator. 

TRAVEL 

 If you live more than 2 miles from the school, 

your child may be eligible for a free bus pass. 

For information on how a student would 

qualify for a pass please visit:  

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/schoolbuspasses.  

Applications: www.coventry.gov.uk/

applyforatravelpass  

Queries: Tel: 02476975445 or Email: 
If your child out-grows their 

blazer but it is still in very 

good condition, they may be 

able to swap their blazer for 

a bigger size, if our stock 

allows. 

We accept uniform 

donations.  Please drop 

any items that you no 

longer need or require in 

to school reception. 

UNIFORM 

If you are struggling with the 

cost of items of the uniform,  we 

will do our best to try and help 

you.  Contact your child’s pasto-

ral year coordinator in the first 

instance 

mailto:freeschoolmeals@coventry.gov.uk
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/schoolbuspasses
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforatravelpass
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/applyforatravelpass


School Calendar 

WWW.LYNGHALLSCHOOL.CO.UK 

STUDENT COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

We Are Lyng Hall 

We have been informed by our pupils that they sometimes out-grow 

their uniform during the year and therefore buy new items.  We 

would like to take the opportunity to ask that any uniform that you 

may be replacing, or not using, is kindly donated to the school.   

The uniform does not have to be in brand new condition but be 

relatively good quality (not ripped or stained) and can include PE kit, 

winter coats, shoes etc. 

Pupils and/or parents can hand the uniform donations into the school 

reception at any point in time throughout the year.  We greatly 

appreciate all donations that have been made previously and any that 

we receive in the future. 

Thank you,  

Miss Gaggini 

Lyng Hall Uniform Donations 

Coming up… 

w/b 14th April - Easter Holiday 

Thursday 1st May - Year 10 Geography Field Trip 

Tuesday 6th May - Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

w/b 26th May - Half Term 


